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Section A: Language change
Question 1
Read Texts A, B and C.
Analyse how Text A exemplifies the various ways in which the English language has changed
over time. In your answer, you should refer to specific details from Texts A, B and C, as well as to
ideas and examples from your wider study of language change. [25]

Text A

A review of a mixtape recorded by the British singer Dylan. The review was published on the New
Musical Express (NME) website in 2022.

Dylan — ‘The Greatest Thing I'll Never Learn’ review: a superstar is born

The Suffolk artist’s songs of the frenzy of young love are light, free and fun, carried
effortlessly by her undeniable personality

Dylan doesn’t write love songs, exactly.

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

But otherwise,
she proves that her self-belief is her strongest stance: this is a major label debut with
unfiltered personality in abundance, a rarer commodity than it should be today in UK pop.
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Text B

Five of the top collocates following ‘sharp’ from the Early English Books Online corpus
(1470s—-1690s) and the British National Corpus (1980s—1993)
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‘sharp’ ‘sharp’
(1470s-1690s) (1980s-1993)
pointed contrast
sword end
wit rise
knife decline
teeth increase
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n-gram graph for treat bad and treat badly (American English 1800-2019)
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Section B: Child language acquisition

Question 2

Read the following text, which is a transcription of a conversation between Maria (age 2 years
6 months) and her mother. They are unpacking Maria’s toys from a toy box.

Analyse ways in which Maria and her mother are using language in this conversation. In your
answer, you should refer to specific details from the transcription, as well as to ideas and examples
from your wider study of child language acquisition. [25]

Maria: /les/ drink these

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.
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Maria: no (1) going to sit there
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REFERENCE TABLE OF International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) PHONEMIC SYMBOLS
(RECEIVED PRONUNCIATION)

1 Consonants of English 2 Pure vowels of English
/f/ fat, rough /i1/ beat, keep

/v/ very, village, love /1/ bit, tip, busy

/e/ theatre, thank, athlete /el bet, many

/0/ this, them, with, either /el bat

/s/ sing, thinks, losses /Al cup, son, blood
lz/ Z00, beds, easy /ar/ car, heart, calm, aunt
/[ sugar, bush /p/ pot, want

/3/ pleasure, beige / o1/ port, saw, talk
/h/ high, hit, behind /ol about, sudden
/p/ pit, top /31/ word, bird

/t/ tip, pot, steep o/ book, wood, put
/k/ keep, tick, scare /ul/ food, soup, rude
/b/ bad, rub

/d/ bad, dim 3 Diphthongs of English
/gl aun, big /er/ late, day, great
It/ church, lunch /ar/ time, high, die
/dz/ judge, gin, jury /or/ boy, noise

/m/ mad, jam, small [as/ cow, house, town
/n/ man, no, show /ow/ boat, home, know
g/ singer, long /19/ ear, here

/1/ loud, kill, play /ea/ air, care, chair
/j/ you, beyond oo/ cure, jury

/w/ one, when, sweet

/r/ rim, bread

/?/ uh-oh
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